[Lesions of the spleen in chronic pancreatitis by thrombophlebetic splenomegaly and cyst penetration].
Chronic pancreatitis leads to changes of nearby organs with possible acute and chronic complications including lesions of the spleen. Among 341 patients operated upon between January 1981 and June 2002 in the surgical department Gera, we found 7 spontaneous spleen ruptures or such after minimal trauma and 4 pseudocysts, which expanded to the splenic hilus. In all cases splenectomy was carried out with resection of the tail of the pancreas with or without drainage of the pancreas. 2 patients with a history of splenectomy after minimal trauma underwent duodenum-preserving resection of the pancreatic head to Frey, and distal pancreatectomy, resp. Lesions of the spleen belong to the rare complications of chronic pancreatitis. With known case history and mostly delayed course, the operative concept must be concentrated not only on the splenic lesion but also on the therapy of the chronic pancreatitis.